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examined. Give to wages its broadest meaning, and both rent and interest 
disappear. Do the same to rent and interest in turn, and in the one case 
there is neither wages nor interest ; in the other neither wages nor rent ' ' 
(p. 8). To this it may well be objected that what is needed in economics 
at the present time is not the "broadest meaning," which causes dif- 
ferences to disappear, but clear, consistent definition and interpretation of 
the facts of the economic world. There are few, however, who would be 
unwilling to concede the brilliance and suggestiveness of many of the de- 
tails of Professor Patton's argument. His extensive use of the principle of 
substitution gives it a significance which it has failed of obtaining in many 
current discussions. The relation between increased variety of consump- 
tion and interest (p. 101) and the statement of the consequences arising 
from interest-paying in a community where the minority do not feel the 
need of following social customs (p. 103) are well developed, though here 
attention seems to be drawn to the accidents rather than the fundamentals 
of the theory of interest. On the other hand, most of Professor Patton's 
readers in economic circles will object vigorously to his attempt to read 
costs out of the lexicon of the science. 

The second part of the work, devoted to the social aspects of income, is 
divided into three chapters : income as fixed by struggle, income as in- 
creased by adjustment, and income as modified by economic rights. Par- 
ticularly interesting is Professor Patton's treatment of exploitation, which 
emphasizes the will of the exploited to be exploited. Many of the eco- 
nomic rights which he maintains would entail consequences which are not 
discussed as fully as one might desire, although an attempt to do so would 
undoubtedly have extended the treatise to cyclopaedic dimensions. 

Robert C. Brooks. 

Cornell University. 

La sociologie positiviste : Augusta Comte. Par Maurice Defourny. 

Paris, Alcan, 1902. • — pp. ii, 370. 

In view of the increasing interest in all social problems and in the sci- 
ence of sociology, this work is one to attract attention, while by reason of 
its clearness and systematic arrangement, as well as a certain vigor of treat- 
ment, it holds the reader's attention to the end. 

In an introductory chapter, the author gives a brief biographical sketch 
of Auguste Comte, followed by a bibliography of his works and another of 
critical and biographical matter. Part I, which comprises some two hun- 
dred pages of the volume, is an exposition of Comte's social theories disen- 
tangled from the mass of his writings and brought together in something of 
systematic completeness. Comte's system is presented in four main divis- 
ions — the prolegomena to sociology, static sociology, dynamic sociology, 
and the consummation of sociology in the religion of humanity. The work 
of selection and organization is done with much care and with admirable 
clearness. While M. Defourny does not wholly suppress his own opin- 
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ions, for the most part he contents himself with indicating the direction 
that criticism has taken or should take. 

Part II is a criticism of Comte's sociology. Following the order of ex- 
position in Part I, the author proceeds to elaborate a searching criticism of 
Comte's method and principles. The exact correspondence of the second 
part to the first by similar divisions and subdivisions will probably be some- 
what distasteful to most readers, suggesting the precision of mechanical 
adjustment ; yet this arrangement carries with it the advantage of ease 
and accuracy of reference. The author has purposely ignored the histor- 
ical development of sociological doctrine, so far as any explicit tracing of 
such development is concerned. His work is strictly dogmatic and critical. 

M. Defourny's conclusions may be summed up as follows: Comte 
cannot be accredited with much originality either in matter or method. 
He owes much to Aristotle, Montesquieu, Adam Smith, Burke, La Men- 
nais, Turgot, and others. He is somewhat in debt even to the Catholic 
theologians. It is his chief merit that he gathered up the disordered and 
incoherent ideas of his time and worked them over into a system of socio- 
logical doctrine. His work can scarcely be termed scientific, however, 
since his laws are rarely true to facts. In his employment of the method 
of observation, Comte belongs to the nineteenth century ; in the deductive 
rigor of his system, he is of the eighteenth. More exactly, he is a transi- 
tional thinker, partaking of the characteristics of both periods. 

Vida F. Moose. 

Joh. Fr. Herb art : Sein Leben und seine Philosophic. Von Walter 

Kinkel. J. Ricker, Giessen, 1903. — pp. 204. 

In this work the first fifty pages are devoted to a sketch of Herbart's 
life, while the remainder consists of an outline and criticism of his meta- 
physics, psychology, practical philosophy, sesthetics, philosophy of religion, 
and pedagogy. The method followed throughout is to present first a com- 
plete outline of the subject under discussion, and then to add some brief but 
suggestive comments by way of criticism. While it would seem that the 
exposition would have been improved if Herbart's connection with Kant 
had been kept in view more constantly, the author is nevertheless to be 
commended for the ability which in the main characterizes his handling of 
the subject. The book, while containing nothing very novel, presents the 
main features of Herbart's thought in a clear and skilful manner, and in 
the critical passages the author shows especially how the rationalistic 
leaven is present throughout the Herbartian system. Certain shortcom- 
ings, however, must also be admitted. To cover, as the author attempts 
to do, so great a variety of subjects within the small compass of two hun- 
dred pages, obviously requires considerable condensation, and this in some 
places impairs more or less the value of the work. This is especially true 
of the section on Herbart's pedagogy, which is dismissed with a summary 
statement the brevity of which is out of all proportion to its relative value. 



